routine examination of the newborn to look for polycoria, the Schmid-Fraccaro syndrome, the Hallerman-Streiff syndrome, the Marcus-Gunn phenomenon or nasopharyngeal teratoma. It states that retinoblastoma is common in the neonatal period: but in an average general practice of 2500 patients a family doctor would (on the average) see one case each 825 years. The same book advises one to look for a double penis or an absent penis. In an average general practice of 2500 patients the family doctor would on the average see one case of double penis each 137 500 yearsand as for an absent penis, he would never find it at all. Some reviews, like some books, are good and some are bad. Some reviewers, like some authors, are thorough and painstaking and know what they are talking about. But while an author must be absolutely honest, and a reviewer should speak the truth, it is less obvious whether he should speak the whole truth and nothing but the truth of what he thinks, at the cost of seriously wounding the authorsigning his name at the end. The subject of what Baroness Wootton in her foreword to this multi-author book calls the 'intractable problem' of cannabis smoking continues to attract attention, as witnessed not only by the welcome flood of research but also by the number of books directed to it. In this book Professor Graham and twelve contributors present up-to-date reviews of recent research findings arranged under three headings: the nature of cannabis and the cannabinoids; the action of cannabis and its effects on health; cannabis and society. The results of recent investigations are sometimes conflicting, and Baroness Wootton's foreword points to the discrepancy between studies indicating the possibilities of cell damage from long continued cannabis smoking and the finding that so often chronic smokers on examination appear to be 'remarkably normal'. Of special interest is the Editor's concluding chapter: 'If Cannabis were a New Drug'. There has of course been a longstanding, bitter and emotional controversy as to the harmfulness or otherwise of smoking cannabis. Professor Graham concludes his review by stating that in view of the evidence reviewed in this book, to permit the risks of prolonged heavy smoking to occur widely would be difficult to justify in relation to herbal cannabis or its resin. Alongside other professional workers, doctors, especially psychiatrists, will find this book a stimulating and a clear exposition of the recent research findings in this important field. This book is part of the popular Lecture Notes series, and it attempts to summarize in note form most of clinical medicine. To do this in 275 pages is a difficult job and the authors have had to omit highly specialized aspects of diagnosis and treatment and to concentrate on general principles of diagnosis and the most important features of individual diseases.
The book is divided into two parts. In the first, they have outlined the basic principles of physical examination, and have used their considerable teaching experience to advantage in putting across important features of physical signs and the common errors in eliciting them. This part of the book
